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where he was ill for a day or two as a            cif
mental worry and overwork.
Another blow was to fall on Balzac             the
disastrous year 1836 came to a close.    The ** Lys dans la Vallee," on  which  Werdet all his hopes, had sold very badly, to the hostility of the newspapers.    As a to all Balzac's miseries, in October Werdet This was doubly  serious,  as Balzac several bills  of exchange for his  publisher, was therefore liable for a sum  of 13,000  fnmi'x, Werdet   wrote   a  book   abusing   Balzac   sis   the cause of his failure; and Balzac, on his side, was certainly unsympathetic about the misfortunes of a man whose interests, after all. were             up
with   his    own,   and   whom   he   politely "childish, bird-fitted, and obstinate as  an ass/" The truth seems to have been that, as Werdet aspired to be Bakac's sole pubEsher, he to buy up all the copies of Balzac's were already in the hands of publishers,         not
having capital for this, he obtained money by and settled to pay by bills at long date.    He brought before the public a certain number of by writers sympathetic to his client, and as books were usually by young and unknown their printing did not cover expenses.   As a quence of these imprudent ventures he was to meet his bills on maturity; and Balzac, liable for some of them, was naturally furious, as he had to be in hiding from the creditors,